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About me

I am currently serving as a Senior Lecturer (Contract Basis) at the Postgraduate Institute of
Science (PGIS). I hold a Doctor of Philosophy (PhD) from Guangxi University, People’s
Republic of China. My doctoral research, titled “Ranavirus infections in ectothermic
vertebrates: an integrated analysis of ecological and evolutionary patterns of the disease,”
focused on understanding the ecological and evolutionary dynamics of emerging viral pathogens
in ectothermic vertebrates.

| obtained my Master of Science degree from the Postgraduate Institute of Science (PGIS),
University of Peradeniya, and | completed my Bachelor of Science (Special) in Applied Biology
from the Faculty of Applied Sciences, Rajarata University of Sri Lanka.

My research interests encompass disease ecology, virology, parasitology, and molecular
phylogenetics, with a particular focus on genetic diversity and climatic drivers influencing
disease dynamics. My work integrates disease ecology, evolutionary biology, and climate-based
modeling to better understand emerging pathogens, particularly in the Asian context. 1 am
especially interested in viral and parasitic infections, with an emphasis on zoonotic diseases and
the application of the One Health approach.

Positions

Senior Lecturer Grade Il (Contract Basis) Postgraduate Institute of Science (PGIS), University of
Peradeniya December 2025 — to date

Senior Lecturer Grade Il (Assignment Basis) — June 2025 — December 2025

External lecture, International Institute of Health Sciences (1IHS), Wattala - December 2021 —
June 2025

Lecturer, Department of Parasitology, Faculty of Medicine, South Asian Institute of Technology
and Medicine (SAITM), Malabe 2011 - 2018

Research Officer, National Aquatic Resources, Research and Development Agency (NARA),
Colombo. 2010 - 2011



Teaching Assistant in Zoology, Department of Biological Sciences, Rajarata University of Sri
Lanka 2009 — 2010

Awards

e Chinese government scholarship (CSC) for international students to pursue PhD in China.

e Travel grant by the Guangxi University to attend 5th International Symposium on
Ranaviruses 2019 organized by the College of Public Health, Medical and Veterinary
Sciences and James Cook University, Australia.

e Woodruff and Maxwell award to attend the Association for Tropical Biology and
Conservation (ATBC) Asia-pacific chapter meetings, 25th of March to 28" of March
2017, Xishuangbanna Tropical Botanical Garden (XTBG), China.

e Scholarship and Travel Grant to attend Advanced Field Course in Ecology and
Conservation — XTBG, China 2013. Organized by Xishuangbanna Tropical Botanical
Garden (XTBG), Chinese Academy of Sciences (CAS)

e Travel grant by the International Research Centre, University of Peradeniya to attend the
International Conference on Conserving Biodiversity for Sustainable Development
(INCCBSD 2013) organized by National Institute of Technology Rourkela, Odisha, India

e Travel grant to participate the 3" Regional Conference of the Society for Conservation
Biology (SCB) -Asia section which was held in Melacca, Malaysia in 2014.

Research interests

I’m interested in Disease ecology, Virology, Parasitology, and Molecular phylogenetics, with a
particular focus on genetic diversity and climatic drivers influencing disease dynamics. | am
especially interested in viral and parasitic infections, with an emphasis on zoonotic diseases and
the application of the One Health approach
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